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Takeo Goda, a first-year high school 
student, is a hot-blooded guy who 
is 6'6" tall and weighs 265 pounds. 
Boys look up to him, but the girls he 
falls in love with all end up liking his 
handsome best friend, Sunakawa! 

One morning on the train to school, 
Takeo saves a girl named Yamato 
from a molester. When she visits 
Takeo to thank him for his help, he 
immediately falls in love with her. 

He suspects she's after Sunakawa, 
so he does what he can to get the 
two of them together. But it turns 
out that Yamato is actually in love 
with Takeo! 

Takeo gets his first girlfriend ever 
and tries his best to look after his 
pure-hearted Yamato, but Yamato 
seems depressed for some reason... 
She eventually reveals that she 
actually wants to hold hands and 
touch Takeo. After Takeo hears that, 
he forces an unwilling Sunakawa to 
practice kissing with him through 
plastic wrap! 
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My Love 
Story!! 


Sweets of Love 
Recipe Collection 



Presenting the recipes for some of Yamato’s delicious baking! V Recipe Creation and Preparation: Nana Hoshitani Photography: Akiko Honda 



g) SACHERTORTE of HAPPINESS 


, Requires a 6-inch or 7-inch cake pan with removable base 

Chocolate Cake Ingredients: 

| 70g [2.5 oz] chocolate, grated 170g [4 2/3 tbsp] sugar 
; 70g [42/3tbsp] unsalted butter Decorations: 

: 3 eggs 150g [31/3 tbsp] apricot jam 

; 40g [2 2/3 tbsp] cake flour 50ml [31/3 tbsp] fresh cream 
I 1 caramelized chestnut I lOOg [3.5 oz] chocolate 
Preparation: 

V Line the cake pan with parchment paper. 

V Grate the chocolate finely. 


From My Loot Story!! vol. I 


1 Place the butter and chocolate In a small bowl; heat over a pot of 
hot water. (Or use a double boiler.) Gently mix until melted. 

2 Place the mixture from step 1 into a larger bowl and add half of the 
sugar, the egg yolks, and the cake flour. Mix well with a spatula. 

3 Beat the egg whites in a different bowl. Once they start to foam, 
gradually add the remaining sugar one third at a time, and beat 
until you get fluffy peaks. 


4 Add the mixture from step 2 to the mixture in step 3 one third at a time, and fold them together wth a spatula. 

5 Pour the mixture into the cake pan and place a dry chestnut on top. Bake for 4C minutes at 170°C [338" F], 
Poke it with a skewer. If the skewer comes out clean, remove the pan from the oven and let it cool. 

6 Pour the apricot jam in a heat-resistant container, and place I in the microwave for 30 seconds. 

Rip the cake over and remove the parchment paper. Spread the jam on the surface while the cake is still hot. 

7 Pour the fresh cream into a small pot and bring if to a boil. Turn off the heat and add the chocolate. Slowly mix 
it in until melted, Pour it over the cake, and spread i evenly with a palette knife or a spatula, 


FLUFFY VEGETABLE SAVORY CAKES 



‘ From My Loot Story!! vol. I 

◄ ◄◄◄◄◄ More recipes on page 94! 


Requires six 75ml [2.5 fl oz] silicone heart molds 
Ingredients: f egg 
1/4 tsp salt, Dash of pepper 
A 2 Tbsp water 

2 Tbsp vegetable oil _ 

□ I 80g [1/3 cup] cake flour 
1 tsp baking powder 
120g [4.2 oz] frozen mixed vegetables 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

1 Place the egg in a bowl and beat it. 

Add the “A" ingredients and mix well, 

2 Combine the ¥ ingredients and sift into the mixture. Add the frozen mixed 
vegetables. (It’s fine if they’re still frozen.) Fold them in with a spatula. 

3 Pour the mixture into the molds and bake for 25 minutes in an oven 
preheated to 190“ C [374° F], Poke them with a skewer. If the skewer comes 
out clean, you can remove them from the molds and let them cool. 








































































WHY 

you 

ASK 

:p 


AS 

OF THIS 
SPRING, 
I'M A 

FIRST-YEAR 
STUPFNT 
IN HIGH 
SCHOOL! 


I'M 

TAKBO 


TOO! 


IT'S 

NOT JUST 
SPRING 
IN JAPAN 




































































irs MY 
FIRST TRY AT 
AUTHENTIC 
JAPANESE 
SWEETS/ 


PBUdOUf! 


you MAKE 
AMAZING 
JAPANESE 

eweete too, 

YAMATOU 


AREN'T 
THE EHEPRV 
SLDSSDM 
PETALS ELITE? 


muy 


IT 

MAKES 
ME SO 
HAPPY 
TO HEAP 

you SAy 

THAT/ 


...IE THE 


PERFECT 


EPRING. 


THIE 

ERRING 












&ASHFUL 


i was 

THINKING 
THE EXACT 

erne 

THINS 

EARLIER. 


REALLY?/ 

YOU 

WERE?/ 


I BBT YOU 
TWO ARE STILL 
<301 NO TO HAVE 
CONVERSATIONS 
LIKE THIS WHEN 
YOU'RE OLP 
ANP (3RAY / 

















ITV EE 
GREAT IF 
THINGE 
COULP STAY 
LIRE THG 
FOREVER. 


AHH, 

YAMATO. 


ney, 
tai ceo. 


REALLY 


THEN I WANT 
TO MAKE IT MY 
„ WALLPAPER' 


OK AY! 
KBAVY? 


60 

AHEAP' 























































































M * S * ? \ 

" Pi^ \ 

C A \ 

/ 50 ) 


/ YOU'LL \ 

OOT 

PO IT?/ ) 

\ IT. I 



I JUST 
HAVE TO 
OFT MY 
FRIFNP5 
TOOFTHFR/ 
RI6HT? 


...50 THEY 
WANT TO 
MEET YOU 
ANP YOUR 
FRIENP5. 








































































































































































































































































TA KBO! 






































































KNOW, 

RIOHT 


HZ'S 

3AP5LY 

HUMAN/ 


I'P NEVEP 
PATE THAT 

ouy 


re Nevep. 

&e?£.eMiN 

pusucmth 
someone / 
UK6 THAT! \ 


HE'S 
NOTHING 
LIKE PINKO 
SAIP HE 

ms. 


HE'S A 
OOPILLA/ 


SHE'S 
ALWAYS 
OOINO ON 
ABOUT HOW 
COOL HE 
IS... 


...SOI 
FI6UPEP 
HE'P BE 
OOPOEOUS 
OP SOME- 
THIN 61 


ANP THEN IT'S 
THAT 6UY? 
IS SHE FOP 
PEAL? 






























JIIL^ 











































































































SUNA/ 


WHAT? 






























...5AV£ 

YOUR 

FRIBNP5! 


PON7 

WORRY 


TAKBOU 


TAKBOU 



























one 

MORE, 

RI6HT? 


NANAfcO' 


THAT 

me 

TAKBOJ, 


I-1..JUJAS 

CAwn> 

OUT...W A 
POWCWUl 
c BEAST... 


TA KBOt 


NANAKO 


YAMATO. 


IS THAT 
PHOTO, 
YOU 

LOOKUP 

UKU you 

WUPU 

HAVINO 

FUN. 


ARE 

YOU 

OKAY? 


you've 

oot 

OOOP 

FPIBNP6. 


HAN<3 

IN 

th em 




























\|UW 

, v\e££?'- 


RINKO 

.V: \ 


HE'E IN 
TROUBLE. 


THANK 

OOP/ 


WHEN'S 
TAKEO?/ 
WHERE IE 
HE? 


HE 

EAVEP 

ME... 


...BUT 
HE'E 
STILL IN 
THERE. 












BUT 

THE 

TRUTH 

IE... 


K ~ j m 

vme 

FORYOU, ' / 

lEN'T EUCH 'TAKBor 

a bap my / 

<ro 60 ... / i / 


...I'VE 

HAP 

TOO 

MUCH 

HAPPh 

NBEE. 


.\OF 

you, 

YAMATO. 



...THIS & 

Wm ' mmmi 

THE ENP 
OF THE 
UNE. 



















YAMATO 15 
TRYING TO 
RUN INTO THU 
BUILPIN& 
AFTER YOU. 


50 HURRY 
UP ANP 
OUT OUT 
HERE, 
OKAY? 


CAN 

YOU 

HEAR 

ME? 


'TANBO! 


:\J TAKEO. 


WITHOUT you 
AROUNP... 


3d 50 
BORE V, 

you 

KNOW? 


TAKEO! 

TAKEO! 

i 


YAMATO . 



























































I'M 

ALIVE. 


r^MATO 

Wmm 





















YAMATO • 

































PO THIS 
A&AIN! 


YAMATO'S 

FZIBNP5! 










































w, rcvL Ufce 

LISTEN, 1 PIPN ' T 
OKAY* 5 ’ MANAGE TO 
EXPLAIN HOW 


MWI7K' 


of mv vo 

COURSE THAT! 

NOT! 


PONT 
STEAL HIM 
l u OKAY? 



































































■ill 

i nil 
































/ we HAve 

U / A MATCH 

\ A6AIN5T OUR 
^ RIVAL, BIANCA 
HIOH eCHOOL, 
IT^ AN ANNUAL IN A MONTIi 
TRADITION, BUT 
WB HAVeN'T i 

WON FOR THe ^ 1 

PA5T Few ■ 
yeA Re/ 


but Ae you 1 
can eee, THe 
CAPTAIN'e 
INJUReP, ANP 
we PON'T HAVe 
"y ANyONe TO 
RepuAce 
\ HIM. 


we jueT 
Neep 

THRee OUT 
of Five 
ROUNPe 
TO WIN. / 


pueAee 
TAKe My 
PLAce/f 


i jueT 
HAVe TO 
WORK HARP 
TO WIN A 
TOURNAMFNT 
IN A MONTH, 
RIOHT? 


THAT'Z 

RIGHT!! 


Hie ex-^ 

PLANATION 
WAe TOO 
LONO FOR 

you to 
PROceee, 
WAeN'T IT?, 


I PON'T 
KNOW HOW 
MUCH Heup. 
i'll Be... 


THANK 

you, 

OOPA/i 


I'll | 
Be AT 
M0RNIN6 
PRACTICe, 
\ TOMOR- ! 
ROW/.' 


OKAY!! 














IT'S NO 
BIO PEAL 
you'pe 

MOPE THAN 
STPON6 
ENOUOH. 










































■.iLYM 





































































I TOOK A 
PEEK AT YOUR 
PRACTICE. 


EORRY 
FOR 
TURNING 
UP LIKE 
THIS. 


6O0V 

WORK, 

TAKEO/ 


you wfrf 

FANTASTIC/ 


YAMATO'/ 



































&RO U6HT 
SOMF 
RICE 
BALLS 
FOR YOU/ 


l CAN 1 
MM<6 
THINGS \ 
oirtep. 
TH*N 
■aVJeeT'b!, 


YAMATO 


gs* a 

I ■ i made is 
IA WHOLE I 
E-UNEH THIS 
| M0PMIN6! 




THANK YOU, 
YAMATO. 








































































ire 

PARK ANP 
PANGER- 

oue. 


LET'S 60. 
I'LL WALK 
YOU HOME. 


O-OH. 

OKAY. 


BUT VOH'T 
COME HERE 
ANYMORE! 


IF 

EOMETHING 
HAPPENEP 
TO HER, 
IV SEVER 
FORGIVE 
MY6BLF 


THANKS 
FOR THB 
FOOV. 


SALMON 

ROE. 


EALMON. 


6RUEP- 


THIE ONE 
IE PICKLEP 
PLUM. 


TUNA 

ANP 

MAYO. 













































































































every pay 

MY HEART 
RACES ANP 
I SMILE. 


ANP WHEN 
I SEE HIM, I 
THINK ABOUT 
HOW MUCH I 
LOVE HIM. 


PRETTY 
CRAZY THAT 
HE'S A FIRST 
FOR BOTH 
\ OF US. ! 


WHAT?' SO 
IS MY HEART 
OOIN6 TO BE 
RACIN6 FOR 
THE REST OF 
MY LIFE?/ 


THAT'S 
NOT SO 
BAP. 


HIS 

HEART WILL 
PROBABLY 
BE RACINO 
TOO. 


■■I 


I KNOW 
THAT 
FEELINO 


I'VE BEEN 
WITH HIM 
FOR OVER 
TEN YEARS, 
ANP I STILL 
HAVEN'T 
OOTTEN 
BOREP. i 


i I LOVE 
> HIM SO 
MUCH THAT 
I KINP OF 
CREEP MY¬ 
SELF OUT. 

I WANT 

TO BE 
CALMER. 


WONPER 

WHEN 

IT'LL 

SETTLE 

POWN. 




















if i see him 

ONCE, I'Ll WANT 

to see him 

A6AIN. I'M OOINO 
TO FIOHT IT/1 
PON'T WANT TO 
EE A NUI5ANCE/ 


I REALLY 
WANT TO 
5EE HIM. 


WHY PON'T 
YOU 5TICK 
AROUNP? 


He ■should ee 

H0M6 FFOM 
ppMTiee 
k SOON. 


OH MY 
OOP! 


TAKEO WA5 

50 cool 

PURIN6 
, PRACTICE. 


He 6,ers 


/Mf J 
7(0 

/7?7 , 


«e \Mepe 

?LAYlN6i Hl$ 

CONCEN- 
) TRATION 15 
(?£NN_TY INCREP" I 
V'f- IELE. 


HE'LL 

r ^£T 3E EVEN 
ONE COOLER 

S PUKINO 

ONte. T HE 

MATCH. 




if you 

CONNECT 
THAT STAR 
ANP THAT 
STAR... 


TH05F 
5TAR5 
LOOK UK5 
TAKFO! 


HE 5 

NOT THE TYPE 
WHO'P THINK 
YOU'RE BEIN6 
A NUI5ANCE. 



















TAKBO 

CON5TBL- 

IATIOHU 


IT LOOKS 
EXACTLY LIKE 
TAKEO WHEN 
HE EMI LEE/ 


/ TAKEO ' 
CONETEL- 
1 LATION? 


THOSE 
ETARE 
LOOK LIKE 
HIM EAVINO 
ME ON THE 
l TRAIN/ 


YEAH? 


ANP THOSE 
EEVEN ETARE 
LOOK LIKE 
TAKEO POINO 
A EHOULPER 
THROW/ 


WE'RE 
UP TO 
THREE... 


SO THAT'E 
TWO TAKEO 
CONETEL- I 
LATIONE. i 


YOU CAN \ 

\ ^.V. V 


.:. WHATEVER , 
PICTURED / 
YOU WANT IN', 
THEETARE. 










3 From Yamato 

Takeo,|||are you working hard? ^9? 
I saw so many flowers in bloom at 
school. S%s I could only identify 
tul ips though. \$&> 

I'd like to go to the botanical 
garden sometime! 



























































































WaMAW. 

l-m 


S3 Send to:YainatO 


WHAT'5 

WRONG 


Good evening, 
Mind if I 
give you a 
call? 1 


1 WANT 
TO HEAR 
HER 
VOICE/ 


I JU5T 
WANTED TO 
H£A£ YOUR 
VOICE. 


HUH?! 

MY...MY 

VOICE?/ 


50 ItL JU5T 
TALK A BIT, 
THEN...? 


UN... 

OKAY! 


THI5 15 THE 
FIR5T TIME 


IHAVENT 

I'VE CONE 


HEARV 

50 LONG 


HER 

WITHOUT 


VOICE IN 

TALKING TO 


AGE5. 

HER. 



















m... 

WELL, 

IT'B 

MB! 


HA HA! 
NOW WHAT 
VO 1 BAY? 


IT'B HARO 
v TO JUBT 
f TALK.. 


I'M 

POING 

JUBT 

FINB! 


HOW 
ARB YOU, 
TAKBO? 


HMM. 

ANP.. 


YAMATO 


YAMATO. 


OH! YOUR 
MATCH IB 
TOMORROW, 

\ RIGHT? I 


OKAY! I'M 
LOOKING 
FORWARP 
TO IT. 


WATCH 

FOR 

MF. 





















15 AT 6 PM. 
TOMORROW IN 
THE MARTIAL. 
ARTS POJO. / 


' KEEP 
AN EYE 
OUT FOR 
YAMATO, 
i OKAY? 


SHE \ 
SAIL? SHE 
THOUGHT ' 
ABOUT YOU 
WHILE SHE 
MAPE THEM. 


BUT I 
CANT 
EAT THEM 
ALL. TAKE 
SOME. 


WHY PIPN'T 

she 

THEM TO 
ME?/ 


MAP? 


SHE PIPN'T 
WANT TO BE 
A NUISANCE. 


BHB WH- 
NU15ANCB?!! 
NOT 

NU&ANCBU 


you 

CAN 

TELL? 


KNOW. 


SUWOWm 

itoeeK 


t&y' 

































YAMATO. 


6.00D ,..1. 

LU 


com 

HERE. 



























































































































































YAMATO 
































































THERE'E 
A FUZE 
IN MY 
HEART.1! 











































































\m $o 

AMAZING! 
YOU WBRB 
' BO COOL! 


YAMATO. 


y OUR 

SUPPORT 
MAPS IT AU 

possieue. 


THANKS/ 


} ht me 

NOTHIN©.. 


WHAT IB 
STRENGTH 


SHE LOOKS 
LIKE SHE'S 
<301N© TO 
PASS OUT ; 
TAKEO. / 










































IF you JOIN 
THOSS TWO 
STARS, IT 
LOOKS 
LIKE YOU 
SMI LINO. , 


ir$ 

mnmr 

TO THE TAKBO 

common 













ASP 

LBT'B 

TALK 

ABOUT 

THU 

UTTLB 

THISG5 

UNTIL 

5UN5BT. 


YAMATO 


LBT'B 
BPBN9 
MOPB 
T/MB TO - 
OBTHBK. 


f THAT'S A 1 

Constellation 
of THOSE 
MACARONS 
i yOUMAPE. A 


ANP 
THAT'S 
you WHSN 

WF FIRST 
MFT. 


j ITS 

t / RIGHT NBXT 
TO ANOTHER 

• I 

/ * , CON5T&L- 

Wgk V/fy LATIOS! 
\ 99 


THAT'S 

you 

HOLPIN6 
UP THE 
METAL 
, BEAM. . 


mi 




SUNA'S 

THERE 

TOO. 



Sweets of Love 
Recipe Collection 


My Love 
Story!! 


SPRING FRUITS SAKURA RICE CAKES 



From My low Story!! vol. 2 


4 Spread the pureed sweet bean paste and apricot on each sheet, then roll it up. 
II desired, you can cut some sheets into shapes to decorate the rolled ones, 


ingredients (8 pieces): 

70g [0.3 cup] cake flour 1/2teaspoon powdered greentea 
20g [11/3 tablespoon] rice flour vegetable oil as needed 
20g [11/3tablespoon] sugar 160g [5.64 oz] pureed sweet bean paste 
130ml [0.55 cup] water apricot compote 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

1 Sit the cake flour into a bowl and add the rice flour, sugar and water. 
Mix well with an egg beater until the lumps are gone, 

2 Divide the resulting mixture in half. Set one half aside. 

Dissolve the green tea in 1 teaspoon of hot water, and add to the 
remaining half. Mix well. 

3 Heat a frying pan on medium-low heat and coat it with vegetable oil. 
With a small ladle, pour in some of the batter from step 1 and 2, and 
spread It into a small circle using the back of the ladle. 

When the surface of the batter dries, carefully peel away the edges and 
flip it over. Cook it for about 30 seconds and remove it from the pan. 
Repeat with remaining batter. 



INSTRUCTIONS. 

1 Combine the first two ingredients (A) in a small pot and bring to a boil. 
Stir until the sugar is completely dissolved. 

2 Spread the syrup resulting from step 1 onto the cut areas of the two 
spongecakes. 

3 Place 200ml ot fresh cream and 1 tbsp of sugar into a bowl. Chill the 
bowl with ice water and beat with an egg beater for 8 minutes. 

4 Take one each of the small and large sponge cake slices and spread the 
cream from step 3 onto them. Place thinly-sliced strawberries on top, 
and then place the remaining sponge cake slices on top. 

5 Repeat step 3, and beat the fresh cream. Spread onto the surface of 
the cakes. 


6 Place the small cake on top of the large cake, and decorate with 
candy or fruit. 


WHJWEDD1NG CAKE of LOVE Jo 


Ingredients: 

Large sponge cake (7-inch diameter) Small sponge cake (5-inch diameter) 
(Each sliced horizontally in two) 

A |40g [2 2/3 tbsp] sugar 100ml [0.4 cup] water | 

Remaining ingredients: i orange 

200ml [0.8 cup] + 200ml [0.8 cup] fresh cream Marble chocolate, cookies, 

15g [1 tbsp] + 15g [1 tbsp] sugar jellybeans, chocolate spray, 

1 package of strawberries chocolate decorations (as needed). 
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...1ST O 
SP£NP TH£ 
PAY WITH 
YOU! 


I REALLY 
PON'T KEEP 
ANYTHING. 


BUT WHAT 
I'P REALLY 
LIKE... 





















































































































PON'T 

CARRY 

HEAVY 

THINGS' 


/ WHEN I WAE IN 
/ LABOR WITH YOU, X 
i CARRIEP ANOTHER 
WOMAN WHO WAS 
(301 NO INTO LABOR 
. INTO THE PELIVERY 
* ROOM. I BARELY 
li V BROKE A / 
SWEAT. 


I'M 

PLENTY 

STRONO 

ENOUOH. 


I CAN 
HANPLE 
IT. 


r I PON'T ■ 
REALLY 
OET IT, 
BUT THAT'S 
AMAZINO. I 


...I'M 
GOING 
TO HAW 
A LITTLE 
BROTHER 
OR GIGTER. 


LOO KG 


LIKE... 

























































































































...ANP HE 

IF 

POESNT 

SOME¬ 

WANT TO 

THING'E 

TELL ME, I 

GOING 

SHOULPN'T 

ON WITH 

PUSH HIM. 

BUNA... 


MAYBE 
I'M JUST 
THINKING 
TOO HARP. 











































































































ye ah/ 

THIS IS 
AWeSOMS/ 


I PIPN'T KNOW \ 
CeieBPATINO My ; 

OIRLFKISNP'S 
eiRTHPAy WOUUP . 

ee so sxotino. 


WELL, WE'Ve 
BEEN FPIENPS 
FOP OVFP 
TFNYFAP5. / 




THANKS/ 




















CBNT! 


eo 

pip you 

PICK A 
PfZBBBN T 
FOP HEP? 


!F THE 1 
■■11 TEMP PAY'S' 
r SOOP ANP 
If THEY'LL 

f TAKE A 

...m stupent... 

PO ANY- J 

, THINS. fcfasgjj 


I cm MB 

BOMBOSB 
BMB'B 
MOHBY TO 
CBLBBRATB 
YAMATO'B 
BIRTfiPAY! 


THIS IS 
URSENT. 


/' CAN \ 
' WE PO 
SOMETHIN© 
BETWEEN 
LUNCH 
ANP THE 
\ PLANET- / 
V ARIUM? /, 


THAT'P1 

ROUSH 
•AFTER • 
EATINS.; 


wb'vb 

worn 

BACH 
or hbiz 
FORA 
AON6 
TIMB. 


i fozeov. 

pzbbbh re 

ARB 

PART OF 
BIPTHPAYS, 
HUH?/ 


Y6S>, SUNM! I'LL 6,0 
6,6T MWT-TIM6 

oro^!! 


WANT M6 
TO FIND 
DN6 FOP 
YOU? 


















































































































































































































































SUNA? 


SUNA I 

observes 

PEOPLE 

CLOSELY. 


AHV THAT 

ihcluves 

ME TOO 


WHAT VO 

you think: 
OF THIS? 


I BET IT'P 
LOOK OJTB 
ON HBR. 


I WANT 
TO 6IVB 
IT TO 
HBfc. 























ossnB 





































OOH, JUST/ 
MY TYPE. 

is He 

NSW? 


«£D0 ^ 

you %# .< 
out? voap- 

pa.T0ltf> v -tfJ* 
NAMING! / - 


THANK5 

FOR 

WAITING! 


I'M 

HOMS' 


I PAN INTO 
MAKOTO AT 
THB HOSPITAL 
THOUOH. 


SUPS, I'M 
FINS. YOUP 
FATHSP 
ASfcSP 
THS SAMS 
THINS. 


MOM, .^S 
APB YOU 
FBBUN6 
OKAY? V,-^" 


REALLY?. 


I'M A 
HAPFY 
GUY. 





























OH. I 

fcuess He 

WOULDN'T 

M6MTIONJ 


VOU-YOU 

WHAT?/ 


HE SAIP HIE 
FATHER'S BEEN 
HOSPITALIZE?. I 


you 

' | PIPN'T 

1 KNOW? 


SUNAKAWA 


WHAT'S 
WRONO? 
WANNA 
COME IN? 

















































where's 

your 

FAMILY? 


where's 

YOUR 

PAP? 


MOM ANP 
MY SISTER 
WENT 

r OVER- , 
I SEAS. A 


I CAN'T 
REACH 
THEM. 


ARE YOU 
BY YOUR¬ 
SELF? 


HE 

COLLAPSEP 
. RECENTLY 


THEY'LL BE 
OPERATING 
SOON. 


...IN THE 
HOSPITAL. 


THAT'E 

PRETTY 

EERiOUE! 


WHEN'S THE 
OPERATION? 



































PEOPLE 

APE 

BORN... 


IT'S 
JUST A 
COINCI¬ 
DENCE... 


"my 

BIRTHDAY 
\ 15 ON 
) JUNE: 

II &TH!" 


I'LL EE 
THERE 
TOOl 



























































..P 0 &H 7 

may 

emu 

our. 


\\ , «enM6P 

“bVl^ too MU6rt 


MKOTO'5 
PAP ISN'T 
HAVING 
VISITORS, 
APPARENTLY 


I THOUGHT 
MIOHT 
com 
OUT... 


He 

couiApeep 
ON(:e wHeN 
you wepe in 
eueMeNTApy 
SCHOOL. 


...WHeN i 
PAN INTO 
MAKOTO 
INTHe 
HOSPITAL. 


He'S HAP 
HSAPT 
TPOUBUe 

eepope. 


7 MOM KNEW 
ABOUT IT, PUT 
BHE P/PN'T , 
BAY ANY- T 
\ THING. J 


BHE 
SURE IB 
MATURE. 


BUT Hu e 


A KINO 


PexeON. 
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, "EHE 
\EEEME 
LIKE A 
NICE 
^etRL." 


{"WELL, 
\PONT 
‘/LIKE 
YOU AT, 
V ALL." 


H. THERE 
AREA 
LOT OF 
OTHER 
THIN&E... 


"comem 

OUT ANPf? 
. TELL HEffl 
j) HOW you* 
(feel."™ 


lii...THAT 

A 

\ 1 KNOW 
^ABOUTT, 


i , "EVERY-vs 
1 BOPY 
] WANTE TO 
1 EEE THEIR ' 
FRIENPE 
HARRY" 


'ir jz/5r 
PREFER 
\ EEEIN& 

GHARRY" 
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PONT 

WORRY. 


BO 

PONT 

you 

WORRY! 


13 From: Yamato 

Thank you for tomorrow! 

I'm looking forward to it so much! 
I can't sleep !© 

I'm so excited! 

I'm so happy! §$,5$ 

Thank you, Takeo! 

You've made me so happy! 


Re: 

I'll meet you at the 
station tomorrow at 10. 


Sent 




















I'M 

GOING 
TO PO 
MY VERY 
BEET... 


...TO 
HAVE A 
GREAT 
PAY 
WITH 
HER. 


...GOING 
TO EPENP 
TIME WITH 
YAMATO 
ON HER 
B/RTHPAY 
ANP BE 
HAPPY. 










































































































































































































































































WHAT'S 1 
WRON6, 


l THG 
\ PUACB 
LOOK5 

WHAT UKB 
5HOULP FUN. 
WB POP v . 


B0WUN6- 


.BOU)itu& 


we said 
THAT AT 

THe SAME 
TIME 

huh? 






















THAT \NAB 
GRBAZ 
\TAKBO! ' 




WOW, 

y our 

BALL 
15 50 
HEAVY' 
BUT YOU 

pick: it 

RI6HT 

UP... 


THAT'B 

AMAZING! 

YOUR 

HANPB ARB 
BO BIG! 


THAT'B 
FANTASTIC! 
YOU'RB BO 
BTRONG! 


I CAN 
BARELY 
LIFT IT/ 



































































OOH, I'VE 
HEARP 
. OF THIS 
RESTAURANT/ 


I'VE BEEN 
WANTING TO 
TRY IT/ 


BUT IT'S 
EXPENSIVE, 
SOI 

COULPN'T... 


PON'T 
WORRY 
MY JOB 
PAIP ME 
ENOUGH/ 




WOW, 

ire thb 
cureer 

„ THING! 


L 77/£ 

/S 

GPARKLING! 

JUGT 
LOOKING 
AT IT 

MAKBG MB 
HAPPY! 


THAT'S 

6R5ATJ 


J'/W HAVIN& 
FUN, AN I? 
I FBFL 
&OOP. 


HAPPY. 















































































































































































TA KBO...? 

















































...BUT I 
WANT TO 
BE THERE 
FOR HIM. 




























WHY PIPN'T 

you tell 

ME SOME¬ 
THING THAT 
IMPORTANT?/ 


THE 

HOSPITAL'S 
NEAR THE 
STATION. 


YOU'VE 
SOT TO 
HURRY/ 


BUT RI6HT 

now, you 

neev TO 
<30 B£ WITH 
SUNAKAWA/ 


/ I'LL 
HEAP 
TO THE 
PLANE¬ 
TARIUM. 


YAMATO-] 


I'LL MAKE 
SURE I 
ENJOY THE 
PLAN YOU 
TWO CAME 
UP WITH 
FOR ME. 






































V X / 

































































































...ANP 
I PON'T 
KNOW 
WHAT'5 
R/OHT. 








































ON MY WAY 
HOME FROM 
SCHOOL, I 
STOPPEP BY 
THE STORE 
TO LOOK AT 
CPS... 


...HIS 

SECONP 

OPERATION. 


IF IV 

OONE HOME 
SOONER... 


WHEN 
HE COL- 
LAPSEP 


HE... HE 
WAS ALL 
ALONE. 


I PON T ' 
KNOW 
HOW L0N6 
HE'P BEEN 
THERE. 


IF I 
HAPN'T 
OONE 
OUT... 


.THIS WOULP 
NEVER HAVE 
HAPPENEP. 


IT'S NOT 


LOOKING 


eoov 


HONESTLY 




















IT'S 

MY 

FAULT. 


NOBOPy 
BUT YOU 
THINKS THAT. 
NOT FOR A 
SBCONP/ 











GUARANTEE 

IT. 


ire NOT 
WHAT YOUR 

e\eiBR or 

MOM OK 
PAP THINK. 


ANP IT'S 
SURE NOT 
WHAT I 
THINK/ 



















I6UB55 
IT WASN'T 
THAT... 




...BUNA 
P/PN'T 
WANT TO 
TBU MB. 


HB 

COULPN'T 
TBU MB. 



















































ITS 

ALM05T 


ATmm\ 


YAMATO 


TAI <eo. 


OH... 

I PIPN'T 
HAVE MUCH 
TIME. 


I PIPN'T 
FOLP NFARL.Y 
ENOU6H 
CfZA , 


1 NOTE: FOLPIN0 1000 PAPER CRANEE 
is IE' BEUEVEP TO BRINS SOOP FORTUNE, 
EUCH AE RECOVERY FROM ILLNEEE. 




















































ANP THAT 
MAKES 
ME SO 
HAPPY! 


SO 

THANK 

you. 


THANK 
YOU SO 
MUCH... 
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I forward to 


A 


THE SECR ET BEHIND THE CREATION OF MY LOVE STORY! 

IT ALL STARTED WITH THE IDEA OF “MANLY MEN 


-My Love Story!! is a shojo series that really stands out. 
Tell us how you began coming up with the story. 

Kawahara Sensei (“K” from here on): Well, I mentioned that I 
liked Aruko’s work, and I was asked whether I’d be interested in 
collaborating on a story. That’s what got things rolling. 

Aruko Sensei (“A” from here on): I was thrilled by the offer! I’ve liked 
Kawahara’s work for a long time. 

K: Thank you very much. 

-How did you come up with the main character, Takeo? 

K: Aruko has a book called Shudensha, and in the third story, there’s a 
masculine girl who can do anything. 

I really liked her, so I wanted to 
create a boy who was similar to her. 
A: Is that what happened?! 

K: It is! (Laughs) But then I 
figured everyone would prefer a 
handsome guy, so when I wrote my 
first draft, Takeo was very trendy. 

But somewhere along the way, I 
realized I wanted him to be oozing 
with masculinity, and I rewrote his 
character. And I think Aruko brought 
that image of him to life. 



‘Margaret Comics Shudensha (2010): 

A collection of short stories sharing the 
theme of “the last train.” The girl who was 
the inspiration for Takeo is Yuria, the main 
character of the third story. 










TAKEO’S WORLD KEEPS GETTING BIGGER! 


) )-r | i,, ~ who designed Takeo's looks? 

y\\J. 'Vli K: That was Aruko Sensei! I only had a vague 
idea of what I wanted. 

A: I thought it would be amusing to make him 
like a gorilla and someone who seems older 
than his actual age. In volume 1, his build is a bit 
square, but lately he’s become rounder. 

K: He’s getting cuter. (Laughs) As I mentioned in 
the comments for volume 1, Takeo isn’t ugly. He 
just doesn’t have the kind of looks that girls go 
for—but it does make him popular with guys! 

A: You really do see him as handsome, don’t you? 

K: I really do! Japan doesn’t have many guys like him. 

A: I visualized Takeo as a rather large guy, but when the editor 
mentioned in the summary of volume 1 that he was roughly 6‘ 6" 
tall and 265 lbs., I was shocked. As a result, Takeo is now even 
bigger than he was in volume 1. 



K: I like that he stands out more when he’s 
bigger. 

His fashion sense is pretty unique, isn’t it? 
A: I get the feeling that he wears short 
sleeves all year round. 

K: It seems natural for him to carry around 
a handkerchief too. 

-Which of his scenes is your favorite? 

K: I like every panel Takeo’s in, but if I had 
to choose, it’d be the scene where he’s 
running to Yamato. His pose is cool, but his 
face is even cooler! 

A: This is how you run for short distances, 
and I thought it would be amusing to draw 
him doing that for a long-distance run. 
That’s a bit off topic, but it really shows 
how single-minded Takeo is. I enjoyed 
drawing it. 












TAKEO OR SU NAKAWA... 
■HMttflWHICH IS YOUR TYPE?! 


-By the way, would you rather go out with 
Takeo or Sunakawa? 

A: Um... That’s a tough one! (Laughs) Sunakawa, I 
guess? I don’t think I could look after Takeo. 

K: Sunakawa is a nice guy, isn’t he? 

A: He’s a nice guy who always points out what Takeo’s 
doing wrong. Which of them do you like, Kawahara-san? 
K: Sunakawa can’t be bothered with some things 
(Laughs), so I’d prefer Takeo. But the downside to Takeo 
is that he’s so big. I would prefer him to be a bit more 
compact. 


I’M CURIOUS! WHAT KINDS OF 


THINGS CAN WE LOOK FORWARD TO?! 


-Aruko Sensei, are there any stories that you'd like Kawahara 
Sensei to write for the series? 


A: I want to know if Sunakawa gets a girlfriend or what kind of girl he’ll 
fall in love with! 

K: Well, now... I think he’d probably do well with someone like Takeo. 
But I still haven’t decided on anything! 

A: Are Takeo and Yamato ever going to kiss? Are they?! 

K: Takeo practiced very hard (See volume 1, p. 174), but the right 
mood never seems to come along. And even if the mood was right, 
they probably wouldn’t notice, and it would pass them by. I can’t really 
imagine them kissing. (Laughs) 

A: I’m also very curious about what you’re going to 
do when Takeo’s mom gives birth! 

K: You’d love to draw it all, wouldn’t you? I’d like to 
see how you’d draw that! 

-To wrap things up, is there anything you 
want to say to each other? 

K: Thank you very much for always drawing with 
love! It makes me want to work hard too. I look 
forward to continuing to work with you! 

A: I’m just glad I get to work with such a 
wonderful story. This really makes me remember 
how much fun it is to draw manga. And I’m 
looking forward to working more with you too! 
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ARUKO is from Ishikawa 
Prefecture in Japan and was born ;, 
■ on July 26 (a Leo!). She made her-;;', 
manga debut with A me NochiJyyb 
’ Hare (Clear After the Rain). Her y( 
other works include Yasuko 'tombed 
YKenji ('and;her-.hobbies include lyby 
laughing and getting lost. 



KAZUNE KAWAHARA is from 
Hokkaido Prefecture in Japan y-yb 
'■.-.and-was born on March'll/: yd'-;- : 
(a Pisces!). She made her manga 
’debut at age 18 with Kare no . 
■lchiban Sukina -Hi to (His Mosty;ky' 

. Favorite Person). Her best-selling 
shojo manga series High School 
’ • Debut is'available in North 
America from VIZ Media.-Her 
hobby is interior redecorating. 














